
fa
vo

ur
it

es

letour.com ’09 73

fa
vo

ur
it

es

’0972 letour.com

The ouTsider

He’s been around for so long it seems odd tHat mick rogers 
is yet to turn 30. His best years are still ahead of him but 
‘Dodger’ is tired of waiting and ready to start leading. “I need 
to get through the Giro and see how I pull up, but I’ve felt better 
than I have for a long time,” said the rider who the Columbia-
Highroad team hopes will lead its GC charge this July. “When 
I went to the Tour in 2007, I’d changed my approach quite a lot 
and sacrificed too much strength in favour of losing weight.

“The idea was to turn myself into a climber and while I was 
going well in the mountains, I lacked power. I still felt okay in 
the time trials but instead of finishing in the top three, I was 
around the top 10.” A minute here, a minute there and, before 
long, the deficit to the leaders of general classification becomes 
insurmountable. That’s how it was at the Giro this May. 

A solid start meant he was in contention for the maglia rosa 
during the opening week. Just as he will be in the Tour, he was 
the leader of Columbia in its quest for overall honours. On this 
team, however, there are other priorities. That’s why, as the nine 
yellow-clad men approached the finish in perfect formation in 
the team time trial, Mark Cavendish darted forward and over 
the line first. They posted the best time, ‘Cav’ was pretty in pink 
and Rogers was content in fourth. 

He is inherently Australian, a laconic bloke with a very 
laid-back attitude (to almost everything except his racing), but 
Rogers is very much ensconced in the Italian way of life.

A good Giro was a priority if, for no other reason, than to 
thank the tifosi who have been so good to him since he moved 
there to race his bike as a teenager. The centenary edition of 
the race visited Bergamo on the second Saturday and that was 
as close as it would go to Rogers’ European base near Varese. 
Ideally, by then, he would be able to move up the rankings and 
maybe even wear the leader’s colours as the bunch dipped south 
along the shores of Lake Como and to the city where his wife, 
Alessia, and their twin girls, Matilde and Sofia, were waiting. 

Stage four provided the first hilltop finish, and Rogers was 
well positioned and poised to pounce. He had moved up to third 
overall after a couple of days for the sprinters and the terrain at 
San Martino di Castrozza suited his strengths: a 14km climb, 
not too steep but tough enough to ensure a change in the GC 
standings. In the final 500m all hell broke lose. As expected, 
Danilo Di Luca led the charge and just as Rogers reacted, the 
2004 champion Damiano Cunego crashed into the Australian. 
It wasn’t deliberate but it ended any chance of pinching pink. 
Rogers finished six seconds behind Di Luca in the stage and had 
the same deficit to Thomas Lövkvist in the overall.

The Swede at Columbia held the lead for a day and the team 
kept on winning stages: one each for Kanstantin Siutsou and 
Norwegian revelation Edvald Boasson Hagen plus three more 
for ‘Cav’. All along Rogers remained high on GC. 

The chance to lead the Giro in Bergamo was never realised 
and he started to falter fractionally every day thereafter. “It’s 
what we expected,” he said going into the final week. “If you 
haven’t done a three-week race for a couple of years, you’ve got 
to remind yourself what it’s like. It feels like a long time since the 
Tour in 2007 but I’m happy with how I’m riding.”

He’s got every reason to be content but now is the time that 
he needs to work for his pay. The Italian experiment yielded 
what was required of it: a re-education in the ways to ride a 
Grand Tour, a chance to gauge himself against some rivals 
and a form finder for July. It’s long been agreed that he will be 
Columbia’s leader for the Tour de France but this is arguably the 
best team in the world and it’s not just looking for yellow. With 
Cavendish flying and the other Giro stage winners primed, Bob 
Stapleton’s boys will be chasing everything.

“It makes sense that we work for Cav,” explained Rogers. 
“He wins races.” At the Giro it was a musketeers approach: all 
for one and one for all. The GC guys were swapping off in the 
lead-out train, even in the Milan criterium fiasco – a stage that 
was contested by some while others sauntered around the city 
circuit before it was annulled. Cav won it, of course, and Mick 
was the only rider from the top 10 who made an effort.

Rogers never wore rosa. And the closest he’s come to leading 
a three-week race was when he crashed out of the last Tour he 
started while in the position of maillot virtuelle… But he must 
be considered an outside chance for the title this year. Even if, 
for no other reason, than because he’s part of a champion team. 
“Kim [Kirchen] told me at the end of last year that he had his 
chance of racing for the Tour win and although he won a stage 
and wore the yellow jersey last year, he said he’d work for me in 
2009. That’s a morale booster already. The guy is pure class and 
if I can draw on his experience and we can work together on a 
common cause, surely we can achieve something.”

Rogers finished the Giro in eighth, never dropping out of the 
top 10 overall. But judging by his approach to the final days, it 
could be that he was already considering yellow instead of pink. 
Both great prizes, but which would you prefer? n Rob ARnold

the last time he was at the tour de france, ‘Dodger’ was the virtual leader and was on the attack. then it all fell apart. 
a tyre ripped off a rim on a fast descent and the rider hit the tarmac hard. “abandon, rogers,” announced radio tour. 
that was 2007. He missed last year because of illness but he’ll be back this July and ready to captain Columbia…

Mick RogeRs
1sT: 2003, 2004 & 2005 TT world championship
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ready To reTurn To THe Tour… 
Rogers made a steady progression 
at the tour but missed out last year 
because of epstein-barr virus. he’s 
rediscovered his time trialling legs 
and believes he has more power 
than when he was concentrating on 
climbing. he was 10th when he last 
finished. expect better in 2009.


