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Evans has been a leader and is now a winner. His first taste 
of stardom as a road cyclist coincided with a bizarre image of a 
rider primed for victory faltering in such a dramatic manner 
that, despite a phenomenal collapse, drew admiration. His loss 
of the Giro d’Italia in 2002 is remembered as a time when a 
clean rider couldn’t maintain the demands of a dirty world.

This heralded an awakening. From cycling commentators it 
drew praise. For the rider involved, it was one of many lessons 
in how to manage his resources more effectively. You cannot 
climb a mountain with empty legs. His only real mistake nine 
years ago when he wore the maglia rosa as leader of the Giro 
– the first Australian to do so – was that he failed to eat enough 
for his body to manage the challenge of the Passo Coe. It’s on 
that climb that he faltered but he became a man who 
commanded respect. This added to his motivation but reduced 
his respect for others, for this was a time when he knew he was 
good but the critics would strike with increasing regularity and 
demoralise him as he began a new quest.

Success in the Tour de France, he said this year, is something 
he dreamed of since seeing Miguel Indurain “tear apart the 
peloton in 1991”. But it was only after he met Aldo Sassi and 
became, however briefly, part of the mythical Mapei team that 
he really considered that as a realistic goal. From the moment 
the Italian coach had conducted his first examination of Evans, 
it was clear that a clean champion could emerge from the 
quagmire that cycling had become after a succession of 
generations that were besotted with doping. At first it was 
accepted, a part of the sport’s culture. Then it slowly became 
more sophisticated and, ultimately, more clandestine. Athletes 
outran the tests. They remained ahead in both the application 
of the methods and also the willingness to experiment with 
un-trialled potions. 

There was an apparent belief that doping would always 
exist in cycling. That it was a futile concept to even try to fight 
it. But that attitude is changing. Evans is part of the shift.

Here we are considering tHe implications of cadel’s victory. 
The fact is, he’s had an enormous influence. You can’t deny it, 
his success features everywhere. He’s on the front page of 
newspapers, it takes up whole sections and some people even 
wonder if there’s a strange obsession with this new cult figure. 
He’s created communities of supporters. He’s become a bigger 
than ever anticipated personality.

“It is what it is.”
That’s a common line for a lot of people – pessimists or 

optimists repeat these five words and it helps them cope. 
Matt Lloyd told me the same thing 10 days after Cadel was 

presented with the Tour de France’s maillot jaune. He’s one of 
the guys – one of the crusaders, one of the people who have 

really gone out of their way to help Cadel and there are a lot of 
others who have done that. “It is what it is.” 

And what we’ve got is an amazing situation. It’s exactly 
what we want it to be. We’ve seen cycling accepted by a broader 
community than ever before because of a sporting triumph. It 
has brought people together. Let’s recognise that, rejoice in it 
and understand the implications. Another friend who knows 
Cadel offered some comments in the intervening days between 
the end of the Tour and the completion of this issue of RIDE. 
Like many of us, he realised that the concept of hope exists.

On the banks of the Seine three words are painted on a wall 
to remind us of a concept that exists in us all. “Keep your hope.” 
One loss need not mean defeat. For the eventual victory will be 
so much more sweet.

With the sand on the faux beach of Paris Plage only a river 
away from that scene, we saw something exceptional unfold. 
An Australian triumphed in the Tour de France. It’s a beautiful 
conundrum: how can you not admire Cadel? The influence 
he’s had since he started riding has been remarkable.  

A lot of people have talent that hasn’t been nurtured. A lot 
of people have been nurtured but haven’t got talent. There are 
a lot of people who haven’t had either – talent or support – but 
you can’t pick on them and say they didn’t give their all as well.

There’s the question of heroes and if sporting stars can 
achieve that status. We all ask that too. What’s it mean to you? 
Is Cadel a hero? Some people doubt it. Personally, I doubt the 
concept of a sports star achieving hero status. Look at us all, 
we can all achieve amazing things. We raise children, we write 
magazines, we work in hospitals, we manage funds, we mine 
resources, we feed, we clean, we teach, we create, we massage 
legs, we work as domestiques, we ride a bike… We do our jobs. 
We all do things that help make the world go around. Aren’t 
we all heroes for getting through life unscathed? Shouldn’t that 
be the end result of the inspiration that’s tendered here?

What we’ve seen is a man who wanted something and he’s 
gone and got it. And you’ve got to be happy for him for doing 
just that. It’s outstanding what he has achieved. No one ignores 
it and I don’t think anyone – even the “non-believer” – is going 
to believe they saw anything but a great race this July. 

There are a lot more believers than Cadel would have use 
believe. There’s an armada of people behind him: those who 
must be considered from the past, the present, and the future. 
We’re all a part of it now. This is The Bigger Picture. There’s a 
big bright future for Australian cycling. There’s every reason to 
“keep your hope” and that’s why it will never fade.

we recognise tHe sins of tHe past and we realise tHat tHere’s 
hope for the future and that’s what we’ve got to take home 
from this no matter what else there is. And there are a lot of 
other things hanging on this: stories that remain untold and a 
tale that’s still being written. Cadel Evans was 34 years and 
160 days old when he won the Tour de France – the fifth oldest 
champion in the race’s long history – but he’s found his wings. 
He’s been, true to the cliché, close to flying. But now he’s done 
exactly what he’s always wanted to achieve. We can reel out all 
the motivational phrases he used along the way but, as his 
osteopath David Bombeke knows perhaps more than anyone, 
he’s been “working on a dream” and that’s now a reality. 

If he looks back at the ride of the 2011 Tour de France then 
he could be forgiven for thinking it’s the Hermosa Creek Trail 
all over again. That was his first taste of what professional 
cycling could offer him and he loved it. “It allowed me to be 
free. It was exploration and exhilaration.” 

His name is that of an explorer, Captain Francis Cadell, who 
set off on a pioneering trajectory up the mighty Murray River in 
1853 and made it all the way from Mannum to Echuca. 
According to his mother, however, the name – with one “l” – 
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Q&A With BMC’s 
general manager 
After the time trial around 
Grenoble, Jim Ochowicz 
offered his appraisal of the 
Tour de France and how 
Cadel Evans conquered it.

Well done on a fine result. How 
was it following him in the car?
Jim Ochowicz: “It was fun. John 
Lelangue was as he always is: 
calm and professional. He was 
calling and I was giving him 
the split times – he just relays 
that to Cadel. But what is most 
important is that John was 
giving him the route, the prepa-
ration for the turns and things.”

With 57 seconds to make up 
on Andy Schleck did you really 
believe that it was possible for 
Cadel to take the yellow jersey?
“No. I don’t underestimate Andy 
– he’s a great athlete. I think we 
were well prepared for the race 
and Cadel was psychologically 
and physically ready for the 
challenge. I don’t know about 
the Schlecks, but I know that our 
guy was ready.”

He’s been the strongest rider at 
the Tour several times before and 
now you’ve made him a winner. 
What was required to do that?
“Preparation and planning, like 
anything else you want to do in 
life. You don’t just show up and 
race. We put a lot of effort into 
this and we changed the race 
schedule a bit and I think the 
things that we did, we did right 
and this is the outcome. 

“It’s not a magic formula. It’s 
not something you can maybe 
repeat next year. The course will 
be different but for this course 
we did all the right things. It’s 
the fact that he had nine guys 
with him and they were all good. 
There were no weaklings in this 
group. It’s about being pragmatic 
and motivated and ready.”


